
and the Dues and Contributions forms must be completed 
by each club.  Complete your reports early and put them in 
the mail way before the deadline!  Then when your GFWC 
Form and Narratives are in the mail, take a look at other Dis-
trict opportunities for recognition of your club’s hard work 
– Special Awards (due 1/25), AKD Honor Society (due 
2/1) and Club of the Year (due 3/1).  

Plan to attend the Spring District Meeting on March 13 
at Farmville’s Hampden-Sydney College Church where 
clubs will be recognized for their outstanding initiatives.  In 
addition to the presentation of Awards, highlights will in-
clude the Student and Member Arts & Crafts Contest and 
election and installation of 2010 – 2012 officers. 

As your family and friends gather to celebrate the upcom-
ing holiday season, many among us will find this time of 
year to be difficult due the downturn in the economy.  Club 
initiatives that embrace children and the elderly during the 
holidays help turn a season of despair into a season of won-
der. 

Thank you for all you do for others and for the value you 
bring to this organization.  Have a Merry Christmas and safe 
New Year!

In Federation Friendship, 
Pat  

Teal McClure
     AKD Director of Junior Clubs   
     and 3rd Vice President
     teal_louise@yahoo.com
     “Each day comes bearing its own 
      gifts. Untie the ribbons.”

Happy Holidays!
It’s the most wonderful time of the year... The Holidays 

bring to mind food, family, and REPORTING! I can’t wait 
to hear about all that you have been busy working on, Pan-
cake breakfasts, festivals, and helping your grateful commu-
nities. Thank you for all that you do and may your holidays 
be filled with laughter and love. 

A Thank You from Fall District Meeting guests

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your “Gift in Kind” donation of an abun-

dance of school supplies and your monetary donation to 
assist in meeting the needs of the children entrusted to our 

President’s Message
     Pat Bickel, AKD President
     patbickel@hughes.net 
     “Many people follow a path; 
 volunteers blaze a trail.”

The Fall District Meeting on October 17 at Patrick Henry 
Boys & Girls Plantation was very special for several rea-
sons.  

• Our visit to the Plantation provided an opportunity to 
mingle with Jason Watson, Executive Director, and his wife 
as well as Bob McCullough, Past Executive Director, and 
his wife.  

• We delivered our ample supply of “Back to School” 
items to the Plantation!  (Note:  Please see the Thank You 
letters from Jason and Bob included in this newsletter.)  

• We enjoyed plentiful breakfast snacks a “best ever” lun-
cheon provided by the Plantation kitchen.  

• Clubs had an opportunity to share successful recruiting 
and retention strategies.  

• We all benefited from Arlene’s exercise to determine not 
only our leadership styles but those of our club members.  

• Gail stepped into the role of auctioneer to move our 
many “things that come in groups” items amidst lively bid-
ding.

• Proceeds from the sale of the Vera Bradley Cancer-
Awareness Purse resulted in a generous donation to the State 
Project – the Virginia Tech Memorial Fund. 

• Yearbook revisions were distributed to all in attendance 
and those not at the district meeting were forwarded via club 
mentors.  

To all who were unable to attend the Fall District Meet-
ing, you were missed!

A huge “thank you” goes to the ladies of the Brookneal 
Woman’s Club, Member of GFWC and the South Boston-
Halifax Junior Woman’s Club GFWC who hosted the Fall 
District Meeting.  Their members were “Johnny on the spot” 
and the abundance of colorful mums, which also served as 
door prizes, turned the Multipurpose Room into a fall gala. 

If the holiday season is upon us, then Reporting is not far 
behind.  It is not too early to gather documentation on com-
pleted projects to facilitate reporting.  Reference Reporting 
information in the GFWC, GFWC VA and AKD Yearbooks.  
Also check out the Reporting article in this newsletter to fa-
miliarize your club with the process, the specifics and the 
January 25 deadline.  Please note:  the Annual Club Record 
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care.  On behalf of the Board of Trustees, our staff and our 
children, I thank you for your kindness.  We enjoyed having 
you visit us this past week end.

The school year is in full swing and the children will soon 
realize the fruits of their labors in the form of report cards.  
Some of the children will receive well-deserved praise for 
their efforts, but some will have to reassess their study hab-
its and reapply themselves.  The process of evaluation and 
reassessment is a lifelong struggle and a valuable learning 
experience.

Your vote of confidence in our program is evident through 
your support.  It is because of people like you that our chil-
dren realize that someone cares.  Together, we can reach out 
to children in unhealthy home environments, offer them “an-
other chance” in life and give them the opportunity to refo-
cus and positively redirect the course of their lives.  Thank 
you for partnering with us.

Jason Watson, Executive Director

Thank you for inviting Lois and me to your fall conference.  
It was very special to see many old friends and meet many 
new ones.  It brought back many wonderful memories.

The Alice Kyle District holds a very special place in the 
Plantation family and the importance of what you mean to 
the Plantation was summed up about as good as any of us 
could do in the communication from one of the past residents 
that Executive Director, Jason Watson read.

Providing the children with unconditional love and a sec-
ond chance is why the staff, the board and the supporters all 
do what they do.

We wish the Alice Kyle District our very best in these dif-
ficult times.  Sometimes, we find that hard times bring out 
the best in us and give strength to all that we do.  Maybe this 
will be a time of growth.

We send our regards to each of your clubs and each of 
your members.  

Robert McCullough

AKD Scholarship
     Mary Riely Pettyjohn, Chairman 
     mriely@juno.com

The Alice Kyle District will be awarding a $300 scholar-
ship in 2010.  Please get the application form in the AKD 
Yearbook and go looking for the perfect recipient.  The 
deadline is April 15, 2010.

 And please try to give generously to the scholarship fund 
so that we can continue to support our college bound stu-
dents.

 I received a nice note from our Scholarship recipient, 
Alexis Cousin, thanking the District for the gift card from 
Applebee’s we sent her.  She says, “I will enjoy a nice break 
from the dining hall. I’ve made some new friends, joined 

on-campus organizations and enjoy college. I still talk/text 
to my parents daily!” 

Deborah McClintock
     AKD 1st Vice-President and Leadership Chairman
     deborahm@moonstar.com
Arlene Vinion-Dubiel
     Assistant Director of  Junior Clubs 
     and Junior Leadership Chairman
     dubiel@sbc.edu

Since Reporting is coming up practically before we know 
it, we would just like to mention a few pointers. As in every 
department you report under, when reporting your Leader-
ship projects, it is very helpful to go to the big white GFWC 
Club Manual. For the Leadership Program flip to the tab la-
beled “Special Projects”. The folder for the Leadership Pro-
gram is in this section. Before reporting what your club has 
done in this area, read the Action Plan. This will tell you the 
sort of things the judges will be looking for and will prob-
ably remind you of some things your club has done in this 
area that you hadn’t even thought of. Read the report you 
sent in last year and maybe even the year before that. If you 
have access to a friend in another club who would let you 
read their report, do so. It will show you how differently re-
porting can be handled. Another good source is the Awards 
booklets from both your district and state. We know this is 
not the time to be coming up with new ideas but looking at 
the booklets can also bring to mind things you have AL-
READY done that you hadn’t thought of reporting. How did 
last year’s report measure up to the action plan? What have 
you done as well this year, or done differently? Also read 
the reporting tips in your District handbook, as they are very 
helpful. Start on reporting as early as you can. You won’t 
regret it. Don’t forget that participation in HOBY, or the Jen-
nie Award, or LEADS, or LEADS-VA should be reported 
under Leadership. And if in addition to your club officers, 
your club has any district or state officers, the hours they 
spend doing their job for their office should be reported in 
your club Leadership report.

Bonnie Rosemond
     Second Vice President & Membership Chairman 
      brosemond@embarqmail.com

A huge thanks goes out to all for being so co-operative in 
getting 25 and 50 year membership info to me. If you find 
that someone was overlooked, please know that you may 
still send info to me, so that they will receive a certificate.

Below see list of deadline dates:
December 1, 2009: “Act in Oct” “Five More Would Be 

Divine in October 09”. Report even if you didn’t get five 
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new members, -All new members count! 
December 15, 2009: 2009 GFWC Membership Survey, 

found on the GFWC Website 
December 31, 2009: GFWC VA Membership Grant- De-

tailed info can be found on GFWC Virginia Website.
January 25, 2010: Membership Reports- I look forward 

to receiving your membership reports, especially after read-
ing the “Get In The Game” Membership Workshop Recruit-
ing and Retention Strategies from our Fall District Meeting. 
Our AKD Clubs have been very busy having fun recruiting 
and retaining. 

January 25, 2010: Shirley Moorman Special Award- Re-
member this special award not only honors Shirley Moor-
man, but comes with a $25.00 award.

February 15, 2010: Federation –“Get in the Game” Re-
cruitment- Game Coupons. Please send to me your game 
piece coupon for each new member recruited between Feb-
ruary 1, 2009 and January 31, 2010. Please find more info on 
Recruitment Star Program on the GFWC Virginia website 
under GFWC Membership Incentives.

March 1, 2010: Alice Kyle District Membership Chal-
lenge- Hope you are accumulating your points! There will be 
rewards given at our AKD Spring District Meeting, March 
13,  2010.

March 1, 2010: “Focus on Fun Photography Contest”- 
Photos to be judged of pictures taken between January 1, 
2009 -December 31, 2009. Please send your photos to me, 
then in turn they will be judged at our AKD Spring District 
Meeting. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners will be sent in to be 
judged at GFWC Virginia State Convention. 

If  I can be of any help on any of the above, please contact 
me!

We as volunteers want to make a difference in our com-
munity but please remember to include time for yourselves 
as members to share in fellowship, fun and making your 
members feel special with acts of kindness!

Do you recognize these notable GFWC CLUBWOMEN? 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Jane Adams, Julia Ward Howe, Marga-
ret Chase Smith, and Nellie Taylore Ross.

Hope you all, have a Wonderful Holiday Season. CEL-
EBRATE! 

Susan Oertel
Treasurer
susanoertel@hughes.net

   Dues will soon be due and contributions too! There are 
two forms for dues and contributions. One is the GFWC Vir-
ginia Dues and Contributions Form found on page 79S of 
the 2008-2010 GFWC Virginia Yearbook.  GFWC dues are 
included in this form. The other is for the Alice Kyle District 
and can be found on page 41 of the Alice Kyle District 2008-
2010 Yearbook. Page 37 in the AKD Yearbook gives impor-

tant information on dues. It is an excellent resource. Junior 
clubs please notice that Convention/Conference Fund, Dis-
trict Scholarship Fund and District Project contributions are 
mailed to the District Treasurer. Your dues and other con-
tributions go to your Junior District Treasurer.  As always 
please consider a contribution to the District Scholarship 
Fund. We were able to give a $300.00 scholarship this year 
to an individual entering Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity. Patrick Henry Boys and Girls Plantation, our District 
project, is a beautiful place that makes a difference in the life 
of a child.  A contribution there helps to maintain and enrich 
the facilities.

If you have questions, please do not hesitate to call me 
(434-392-7451) or email me.  I am here for you.

Parliamentary Pointers
     Lucy Woodall-Harris, AKD Parliamentarian
     Quinlan1st@aol.com

In this writing, we are going to do what I call a bit of 
“Housekeeping”. Meaning we have  received some basic but 
important questions which can be addressed in short, con-
cise responses:

Q.  Must the Chair ask for a second to a motion? A. No. 
Q. Must the Chair stand through the entire meeting? A. No. 
The Chair stands to conduct the business of the meeting but 
courtesy demands that she be seated when others have the 
floor for reports or speeches.

Q. Must the secretary address the Chair as she rises to 
read the Minutes? A. No. A secretary has been called upon, 
therefore she need not address the Chair to read the Min-
utes. However, all who take the floor, speak THROUGH 
the Chair.  And finally, a very interesting question. Q Is the 
word “Bylaws” a hyphenated word? A. While you will find 
Bylaws a hyphenated word in R.O.R and in many sets of 
Bylaws, in the modern dictionaries you will find it one word 
– BYLAWS.

Thank you all for your questions and it is our hope these 
will help those who wondered but were afraid to ask. Have a 
blessed and productive New Year.

Arts Department
     Agnes Cramer, Chairman
     aggeo@ceva.net or 434-983-2115

I hope you are being Leading Ladies In the Arts. I hope 
that you have notified the schools and members for the Writ-
ing Contest. The rules are the same as last year. Your club 
president has all the available information. After the winners 
are judged in your club ,the first place winners must be sent 
to me by February 1, 2010. I look forward to having all the 
work judged and sent to state. Any help that is needed please 
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Consider  this:
$10 will buy a share of tree seedling from Heifer Inter-

national.
$10 will buy numerous trees from the Arbor Day Founda-

tion.
$10 will buy an ornament from Plow and Hearth which 

symbolizes a gift of trees (the company plants trees from the 
profit of all sales, but also sells ornaments).

These are just 3 options, many more exist. Pass on the 
news of giving trees for Christmas.

Education Department
    Mary Liz Carter, Chairman
    pwcarter@embarqmail.com

The holidays and reporting are upon us.  As your club 
looks back on the past year, I’m certain you had your own 
priorities in the area of Education. Please remember to report 
the needs you determined and fulfilled. Look to the new year 
and find ways to share the gifts of reading and literacy. 

 Remember our focus on Literacy (adult, family, and 
youth) and Education in the Community. Times are diffi-
cult, but we can make a difference by promoting the love 
of reading which once obtained should never suffer from a 
budget cut. 

 In this wonderful season there are many ways to give the 
gift that keeps on giving - the ability to read.  You are only 
limited by your imagination. Have blessed Christmas and 
find time to read.

Home Life Department
    Karen Wilborn, Chairman
    kwilborn@halifax.k12.va.us or 434-579-5295

It is that time again year ladies, time for reporting. I know 
everyone has been busy with the fall, new membership drives 
and getting ready for Christmas. It is hard to believe that the 
holidays are upon us already.

This is especially a good time of year to be thinking of the 
three main aspects of the home life department: financial is-
sues, helping hands and health. We all struggle to have nice 
Christmas under these stressful financial times. If you can 
remember those in need and what just a little gift can do 
through the helping hands program, from a bottle of nice 
shampoo donated 
to a women shel-
ter, a toy for you 
local angel tree, or 
even just home-
made baked good 
for the local home-
less shelter. It is the 
little things that add 

feel free to call on me. 
The Arts and Crafts rules are the same also. The contests 

give members and students an opportunity to share  their 
ideas and talents .We have so much talent to share. Please 
show your enthusiasm and encourage your clubs to partici-
pate .Be a leading lady! I look forward to hearing from you.

This year we would like to promote the Great States Pho-
tography Contest. Virginia is a beautiful state and we would 
like to be represented. Your president should have informa-
tion under the Creative Arts Program.

 
Arts and Crafts Program
     Frances Butler, Chairman
     Fb2523@aol.com or 434-946-5063

Information about the Great States Update Photography 
Contest can be found in your Rules and Instructions Book-
let for the Arts Department Contests 2008-2010. Virginia 
is such a beautiful state, and we want it represented well 
at headquarters in Washington, D.C. State Level Contest: 
Clubs must send  a picture for this contest to the State Arts 
and Crafts chairman Jeanie Pond, 111 Tudor Road, Colo-
nial Heights, VA 23834. If you have questions you may call 
(804-520-1530) or email JayRee23@aol.com. Entries are 
due no later than February 1, 2010. It must be horizontal and 
be no larger than 20 X 18, including framing, matting. Now 
get out your camera.

Conservation Department
     Amy Midkiff, Chairman
     amidkiff@halifax.k12.va.us 

Oh Christmas Tree!
‘Tis the season to be thinking about Christmas and the 

holiday season (and all the decorating, gift-giving/receiving 
that the season entails). For most of us, the center of our 
decorating is the tree. Since we will be looking for the per-
fect tree to fit our home, trees are on our minds: tall, short, 
thin, rounded, flocked or natural.  While most of us will be 
considering purchasing a tree for ourselves,  I’d also like you 
to consider giving the gift of trees as part of your Christmas 
gift giving.

• Giving a tree(s) is a great way to honor a loved one and 
our precious earth at the same time

• Trees replenish and sustain the earth. Literally tree roots 
hold together precious topsoil and help lock-in moisture and 
nutrients.

• Planting trees replenish the earth’s viable source of oxy-
gen.

• Trees also add beauty to our parks, schools, city land-
scapes, cemeteries, and homes.

• Trees provide homes for our woodland creatures.
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tude will gain you more than you can ever imagine! 
Use your GFWC program booklet - and try to BOLD the 

different areas as you go from one area to another (e.g.,  in 
membership it lists the following areas:  RETAIN AND RE-
CRUIT,   RENEW FEDERATION ENTHUSIASM AND 
PRIDE, RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS, etc..  If you bold 
these areas - it is easier for the state and GFWC Chairman to 
compare when judging.) 

Remember - state chairmen don’t know anything about 
your club, so your explanations and details are important.  

Emphasis should be on what the club did - not what the 
chairman did.  Your last paragraph can be entitled “Work 
done by the Chairman,” and can include things like: com-
munication efforts throughout the reporting year;   displays 
set up at meetings; workshops at meetings, etc.

Read and become familiar with the GFWC Club Manual 
pages that pertain to your area - for accuracy in what you 
include in your report regarding a specific program area.   
Work hard to describe the projects so they fit each area as 
closely as possible.

When reporting on joint projects (whether it is another 
GFWC club or district or an outside organization) please 
try to include statistics regarding their member participation 
and contribution to the project.

If a club member serves on another organization’s Board 
of Directors  - she must be representing the club in order to 
include her volunteer hours.  Merely serving on an outside 
board does not automatically make it a club project.   

If your club used resources that were listed in the club 
manual - please let us know.  GFWC can use this informa-
tion to document to sponsoring organizations that their mon-
ey is being well spent.

As with protocol -  grammar, spelling and punctuation 
will never go out of style.  Read your report.  Put it down.  
Read it forwards and backwards to catch spelling mistakes.  
Read it through again to check for grammar.  Have a friend 
read it if in doubt.   Remember, your computer does not 
check for content.  

If in doubt, please ask your District or State Chairmen (or 
me!).  They all say - there are no stupid questions! 

Also, here are some additional tips from GFWC to con-
sider:

1) When writing the narratives - please remember:
a. Get to the point - and briefly describe each project    
b. Number each project
c. Tell us the statistics for each project either above it or 

within the narrative
d. Give the following details: what the project was, how it 

was accomplished, who benefited from it, where and when 
it occurred and why your club undertook it. 

2) On the GFWC Reporting Form (statistical page) 
a. Be sure you are using the current GFWC form, as they 

do change from one administration to the next.

up this year.
As everyone brings in the New Year and make those news 

years resolutions to become healthier remember to share 
your inspirations and tips with your fellow club women.

Please be advised I have new address from last year for 
sending reports to. It is:

Karen Wilborn
1102 Ash Avenue
South Boston, VA 24592
I wish you all Healthy and Happy Holidays with your 

families and friends.

Public Affairs Department
     Gail Howell, Chairman
     asterbutt@yahoo.com

“Happy Fall”  to all of you and I hope that you exercised 
your right to vote in the recent election.  Reporting time is 
near and I am looking forward to reading all your reports 
for safety and citizenship. I know that many have been busy 
with projects this year and I know judging will be hard. 

I found this article about homelessness that many veter-
ans are facing today.

“Secretary Eric K. Shinseki Details Plan to End Home-
lessness for Veterans”.

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki unveiled 
the department’s plan to end homelessness among Veterans 
by marshalling the resources of government, business and 
the private sector.  He and President Obama are personally 
committed to ending homelessness among Veterans within 
the next five years. He states that those who have served 
this nation as Veterans should never find themselves on the 
streets, living without care and hope.  His plan includes dis-
charge planning for incarcerated Veterans re-entering soci-
ety, supportive services for low-income Veterans and their 
families and a national referral center to link Veterans to 
local service providers. Additionally, the plan calls for ex-
panded efforts for education, jobs, health care and housing. 
For more information go to the Veterans Affairs website.  

Reporting
    Diana Pettyjohn, Chairman

pettyjohn_diana@bah.com

Sorry ladies.  In a newsletter full of happy wishes and 
positive activities and events, I get to write to you about re-
porting.  Still, reporting isn’t so bad.  There are lots of great 
reasons to take the time to report.  Here are some tips pub-
lished by GFWC as a result of the 2008 submitted reports:

BE POSITIVE! Even if you only accomplished a few 
things - work very hard to find a way to describe them in 
a positive manner.  Clubs and/or District Chairmen should 
NEVER complain to their state chairmen.  A positive atti-
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b. Report ONLY those hours spent by each member in 
approved club programs/ projects. (Participation in regular 
club meetings and the travel time to/from these meetings 
should not be included.)

c. It helps if ONE person from each club fills out the re-
porting form (statistics). 

d. Gather the reports from your club chairmen. 
e. Fill in the number of programs or projects for each de-

partment program and special projects.
f. Fill in the number of members who participated (the 

total # of members participating may NOT exceed the total 
number of members in your club).

g. Fill in the number of hours by adding the hours spent 
by every club member on club approved projects in each 
area.

h. If you raised or donated any money - fill in the amounts.  
If you donated items - please try to estimate their value.

i. Check the box if you chose to enclose a narrative    
3) Every club has the option of writing or not writing narra-
tives, but doing so definitely helps:  

a. Your state chairmen choose winners
b. Enhance the reports the state chairmen must send to the 

GFWC chairmen by providing necessary details about your 
wonderful projects

4) Club activities should be reported in the appropriate 
program/project area as listed in GFWC club manual. Every 
club president receives a copy of this at the beginning of 
each new administration. It is her responsibility to copy and 
distribute this information to her chairmen. You may also 
obtain another copy of these program booklets by going to 
the www.gfwc.org website and ordering from the Market-
place header. 

5) Activities your club has accomplished but not specifi-
cally listed in the GFWC program materials should be re-
ported in the program or project area which most closely 
relates to the activity.  Some states have developed a report-
ing index to help with this.  

6) There is absolutely NO cross reporting or double re-
porting permitted. You must choose the area to report each 
project your club accomplishes and should never report the 
same project in two or more areas.  

7) Give credit where credit is due and don’t stretch the 
truth. 

8) All supporting materials like pictures and media cover-
age should go into your Media Book under Communications 
and Public Relations.

9) Individual members accomplishments are NOT report-
able unless:                   

a. your club votes to support their efforts in some way 
b. your club voted to undertake the project they worked 

on alone  
And finally, there is news on how we can submit our re-

ports to GFWC. In addition to the traditional mailing option, 

clubs can now:
Online Reporting: GFWC has developed a way to report 

online by going to www.gfwc.org and clicking on Reporting 
under the Program header.  If you choose to report online to 
GFWC - it is EXTREMELY important that you still send a 
full copy of your reports to your appropriate state and/or dis-
trict officers and your state and/or district program or project 
chairmen.   They do NOT receive a copy of the online report 
you send to GFWC.    

You may also fax a copy of your report to GFWC at 202-
835-0246 or e-mail them to Reporting@GFWC.org, but 
again please remember to send copies to your state or dis-
trict officers and/or your state or district program or project 
chairman.   

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact 
me (434-929-0034 or via email at pettyjohn_diana@ bah.
com). 

Legislation and Public Policy
     Mattie Burley, Chairman
     mcburley@hotmail.comt

During this past year, have your club members been fol-
lowing legislation in the Virginia General Assembly and in 
the U.S. Congress? Have your members contacted their rep-
resentatives by mail, email, or phone? Have you attended any 
of your local City or Town Council Meetings or the Board of 
Supervisors Meetings? Your voice can make a difference!

You can even start making plans for 2010. Your club 
members may be interested in participating in  the  GFWC 
Virginia Legislative Day in Richmond on February 5, 2010.   
The Virginia General Assembly will soon be back in session. 
You can track bills and find contact information for your 
legislators by visiting the website http://legis.state.va.us/.

As reporting time approaches I am looking forward to re-
ceiving reports from many of our clubs, both generals and 
juniors, telling us about their involvement in any of these 
areas.

Fundraising
     Betty Jude, Chairman
     betju4@yahoo.com

Reporting time is here.  This area is new but I will try 
to help if I can. Statistics for all fundraising activities re-
lated to a department need to be reported to that department. 
Any program that involves all members, that report comes to 
Fundraising.  Also, specials such as district and state special 
projects.

Our district fundraising reports need to include how many 
projects, number of club members participating and amount 
of money raised. Then, we are interested in knowing what 
percentage of members participated, did the project have an 
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impact on the club, good or not so good and how was it re-
ceived by the public. Some clubs have reported “funraising” 
and we recommend it for all of you.

KYLE-A-GRAM ADS
The Kyle-A-Gram offers a unique opportunity to district 

clubs, members and club member entrepreneurs to adver-
tise in the Kyle-A-Gram, which is sent to Club Presidents, 
Executive Board and Junior Board Members, District Gen-
eral/Junior Chairmen of Departments and Programs, Special 
Appointments and Committee Chairmen, District General/
Junior Parliamentarians, District members serving on the 
GFWC Virginia or GFWC level, and GFWC Virginia Dis-
trict Presidents and Directors of Junior Clubs. 

An ad in the Kyle-A-Gram provides ways in which clubs 
may advertise: an upcoming fundraising event, an anniver-
sary celebration, recognition of achievers/achievements, 
50th gold card holders, a club member’s “cottage industry,” 
vendors for goods/services (caterer, speaker gift, program 
speaker), etc. Consider contacting a business in your area 
that offers services/products on line or via mail order.  Ads 
may be placed at a cost per issue as follows:
¼ Page (3 ½” wide x 5” high)   $20.00
       Camera-ready copy sized to fit space
Business card size (3 ½” wide x 2” high) $10.00  
       Business card or scanned copy using high resolution
1-3 lines copy (3 ½” wide)   $3.00
4-7 lines copy (3 ½” wide)   $5.00 
Next KAG Advertising Deadline: January 15, 2010
Submit Ad Copy to: 
 Wanda Burley, KAG Editor
 P.O. Box 1665
 Amherst, VA  24521
 wlburley@hotmail.com
Make Check Payable to:  Alice Kyle District and write Kyle-
A-Gram in the memo line.
Submit payment before deadline to: 
 Susan Oertel, AKD Treasurer
 525 Raines Tavern Road
 Farmville, VA  23901

Protocol
     Jane Dooley, Chairman
     gjdooley@att.net

Protocol and courtesy are two of the most mystifying 
parts of Club work.  Protocol deals with the treatment of an 
individual based on the office they hold, such as seating at 
a head table or the order of guests in a receiving line.  Cour-
tesy, on the other hand, is a combination of good manners, 
appreciation, respect and tradition.  Courtesy sometimes in-
volves giving a gift as a token of appreciation.

Protocol, originally a code of diplomatic or military 

etiquette and precedence, embodies the ideal of extending 
courtesy to honorees, guests, and/or participants in the order 
of their relative rank.  Today, we use accepted protocol in 
Federation Women’s Clubs because it promotes orderly pro-
cedures following the standard rules of etiquette.

When planning a Federation event, personal friendships, 
likes and dislikes must not be considered.  It may help to re-
member that the office held is being honored, not the person.  
The presiding officer is generally responsible for directing 
the application of the principles of protocol within the orga-
nization.  Properly carried out, these will reflect favorable on 
her leadership ability, allowing introductions and meetings 
to proceed smoothly.
From ‘The ABC’s of Protocol and Courtesy”, Virginia Fed-
eration of Women’s Clubs, Volume 5.

From the Heart of the Chaplain
     Lucy Woodall-Harris
     Quinlan1st@aol.com

Jonathan Winters once said, “If your ship doesn’t come 
in, swim out to it”. Or the one that goes something like 
this. “After all is said and done, there is usually more said 
than done”. How true! Do you hesitate to take action be-
cause you’re not sure if you’ll be effectual Remember that 
achievement is built on efforts that work as well as those that 
don’t work. The important thing is to focus on the target and 
put your energy into doing your best to reach it. Recognize 
that you may not get the result you desire. Still, step forward 
anyway and do everything within your power to achieve that 
result. It goes without saying there is a time to let things 
happen and a time to make things happen. Nothing will ever 
be attempted if all possible obstacles have to be overcome 
first. Don’t put things off. Tomorrow is often the busiest day 
of the week. Opportunity may come in on a jet plane and if 
you are not at the check in gate it will surely leave without 
you. It’s true there are no guarantees that all you wish for or 
try for will turn out exactly the way you would like. After 
all, if it were a sure thing, someone else, far LESS capable 
than you, would have already claimed the prize. Go ahead 
and make the effort. It will work when you’re committed to 
make it so.

KYLE-A-GRAM SUBSCRIPTIONS
If you want to renew your subscription to the Kyle-A-

Gram, or if you have members who would like to receive 
the District newsletter, please send a check for $5 for each 
subscription to Susan Oertel, AKD Treasurer. 

Remember, your club will be able to earn a point in the 
Alice Kyle District Honor Society by placing an advertise-
ment in the Kyle-A-Gram. A point can also be earned by 
purchasing a subscription!



DATES TO REMEMBER

December 31, 2009: GFWC Virginia Membership Grant Deadline
January 15, 2010: GFWC LEADS Application Deadline

January 25, 2010: Reporting Deadline
January 25, 2010: Dues and Contributions Form Deadline

January 25, 2010: Alice Kyle District Special Awards Deadline
February 1, 2010: Alice Kyle District Honor Society Deadline

February 5, 2010: GFWC Virginia Legislative Day
March 1, 2010: Alice Kyle District Club of the Year Deadline

March 13, 2010: Alice Kyle District Spring Meeting
April 17-24, 2010: GFWC Volunteers in Action Week

April 24, 2010: Federation Day
April 23-25, 2010: GFWC Virginia Convention, Marriott Washington Dulles Airport

AKD Kyle-A-Gram
Wanda Burley, Editor
P.O. Box 1665
Amherst, VA 24521


